I WANT
A PUPPY!

Parker
shouted.

Parker had been shouting
this for quite some time.
Pretty loudly, too.

I WANT
A PUPPY!

Parker
shouted
again.

A

Suddenly,
there was a
WHOOSHING
sound...
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... then standing right in front of Parker stood

Shelter Dog!

asked
Parker, who
had never
met
Shelter
Dog
before.
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AN'COURSE.

said
Shelter Dog,
because
that's who
he was.




I HEAR YOU WANT A PUPPY.

Shelter Dog grinned at
Parker, wagging his tail.

IDbo!

I
REALLY
WANT

A PUPPY!

Parker shouted.
Loudly.
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WHYDO N\
YOU WANT A
puppY? £

Shelter Dog
asked,
cocking his
head to
the side.

AND MAYBE ANSWER A
LITTLE QUIETER THIS TIME ON
ACCOUNT'A MY SENSITIVE EARS.
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And Parker told
Shelter Dog all
about why
getting a puppy
would be the
best thing ever.

Like wrestling
in the grass!




AN
BOY, THOSE SOUND LIKE GREAT
REASONS TO GET A PUPPY, PARKER!

barked Shelter
Dog, wagging his
tail even harder.

CAN GET THE
PERFECT PUPPY
FOR You!

exclaimed Parker.

But not too loudly this
time on account of
Shelter Dog'’s
sensitive ears.




SHELTER DOG
said, his tail
wagging just a
little slower,

T GOT
SOME QUESTIONS
4 FOR YOU.

PARKER
said, a little
impatiently.

\F THEY CHEWED 0P YOUR Y
FAVORITE COMIC BOOK?




And Shelter Dog chewed u
Parker's favorite comic book!

THAT WAS MY
FAVORITE
COMIC BOOK!

~ Parker
exclaimed. [P

AND 1T WS

DELICIOUS! /

oo

Shelter Dog
burped.




And Shelter Dog

. || POOPED IN PARKER'S

- JE THEY

POOPED
IN YOUR COOL

Dog,

\

big goofy tongue-lolling grin
on his face.




PLAYING And Shelter Dog

THE shredded an
ELECTRIC awesome and

GUITAR? Al LOUD jam on his
wicked guitar!

PUPPIES
CAN'T

ELECTRIC H
. GUITAR! L[ V77

-

| Parker shouted
over the sweet
riffs.




{ THAT'S TRUE, BUT THEY

MIGHT CRY AND
agreed HOWL ALL NIGHT
Shelter DOF' BECAUSE
thoughtfully THEY WANT A
chewing on CUDDLE WHILE
his guitar YOU'RE TRYING
pick. TO SLEEP.

COULD ALL
THOSE THINGS BL RS

L
H‘}\%E‘ﬁl’? Parker asked,

discouraged. |
— Shelter
/ o Dog.

AND A
WHOLE LOT
MORE.
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Parker thought
about this.

Thought about
playing fetch and
ruined comic books.

About puppy breath
and poopy shoes.

And stuff that Shelter Dog didn’t even mention.

Like what
if Parker had a lot
of homework to
finish

but the
pupp
needeg a
walk

and a bath? |
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Or what if the pu needed to go to the
vet and so Igar?(g}: couldn’t bu?l that CAN T SLEEP ON 1T?

amazing video game that just came out
that everyone had been going crazy over? Parker asked.

FiEre
I6HTING
ERRETS!

‘FiERGE
moed | FIGHTING FERRETS

(\ rated best game of
the year!
[ S *”:2 g A |
]
: LN

Shelter Dog winked. |k

TAKE ALL THE ¥ N\
= TIME YOU NEED,
FRIEND.
IT'S AN
IMPORTANT
DECISION!

IF YOU
DECIDE TO
GET A PUPPY,
‘LL GET YoU

BUT IF YOu
DECIDE YOU'RE
NOT READY FOR A
PUPPY, THAT'S

[\ OKN, T00." £/ T wANT BOTH OF YALLTOBETHE )
N " WAPPIEST PUPPY AND PARKER Y0U CAN BE! )
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And so Parker slept on it

and
dreamed of
pee spots
on rugs and
wagging
tails

and happy
barks and
chewed-up
t-shirts

and paws that smelled
of corn chips.

b\: '?:.
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And there was a ‘
WHOOSHING sound

there

was
Shelter

Dog |k =
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holding the perfect puppy for Parker!
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And as Parker and the puppy snuggled excitedly,

Shelter Dog smiled and patted
them both on their heads.
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It was 15 years later and Parker
and the puppy were snuggling.

Only the puppy

hadn’t been a puppy
for a very long time.

And there was a
WHOOSHING
sound...

1
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Parker and the not
puppy were both so
happy to see him.

LOOKS LIKE I
FOUND THE
PERFECT PUPPY
FOR YOU,
PARKER,

-
<" o

V@

Shelter Dog

grinned and

wagged his
tail.
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Parker agreed and told Shelter Dog all about
the puppy who was no longer a puppy.

About the [
library book . About the

Parker paid N 7 %‘é@%
8 fine on_t - A obedience
egcgtuasl? I classes with

chewed up. a perfect

About a scary ;

nLght ar: the vet
when the puppy
had a sick
tummy.

About road trips
to the beach

and muddy
ﬁaw prints on
the new carpet

and a love that felt bigger than the whole wide world.
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asked Shelter Dog, his
tail drooping sadly.

Parker
nodded
solemnly.

LARN ()

And it was true.
Because puppies who became not-puppies
weren’'t meant for forever.
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They could only stay long enough to teach about
responsibility and patience and unconditional love.

And when that was done, it was time for Shelter Dog
to take them to the land of rainbows and meadows

and the most
comfortable couches
there ever were.
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. and then Shelter Dog hugged
Parker for a long, long time.

there was a

small, tiny

whooshing
sound
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and then it was
just Parker.

I WANT A
PUPPY...

..BUT MAYBE
NOT QUITE
YET
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