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THANK YOU
FOR BEING
MY FRIEND!

Cover by John Muller
Inside front cover by Teri Wood

Layout by Joe Bagdon
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In memory of Larned Justin, a champion of small press and a great
guy. Shelter Dog wouldn't have flown without his help. He is greatly
missed by all who had the good fortune to know him.
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HEY, FARTNER,
I HEARD YA CALLIN' AND
GOT HERE AS FAST AS
I COULD! WHAT'S GOT
YOUR SPURS IN A
TANGLE?

I JUST GOT THIS
POG FROM THE
SHELTER...

Ly § ) d 7
’ OH NO! WHAT
NEWe! OTRE HAPPENED?/?/? \ \ \\ ‘C ‘S .!l / N
MY NEW HERO/// - v
RE \ A t L ¢ Q /I

5"'\ - /‘

NOTHIN'/ THAT'S
THE PROBLEM!
HE'S BEEN HIDIN'

\s\‘-g UNDER THIS CHAIR
g Q\ SINCE I BROLGHT
"\ 7\ ) \_HIM HOME.

HE 'V
HASN'T EVEN ,
POOPED! J)

ERM... I THINK
I'M GONNA HAVE
TO TAKE HIM
BACK...

1

7~

WELL THAT'S
NOT A PROBLEM
AT ALL, FRIEND!

BUT I WANT A
DOG WHO'S GONNA
PLAY WITH ME/

I DON'T WANT A
DOG WHO'S SCARED
OF Mg/




\\

ARE YOU A
S FAN'A TIME
TRAVEL?

EXCELENTE/

LET'S GIVE YOUR

NEW PAL SOME TIME
TO HIMSELF WHILE
WE TAKE A LITTLE

ADIOS,
MUCHACHO! GET
YERSELF SOME
REST AND WE'LL
SEE YOU REAL
SOON!

AN' HERE
WE ARE/

BUT IT'5 YOUR LIVING
ROOM A FEW DAYS

/
12 FROM NOW!
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WILLYA LOOK'A
THAT! THAT PUP'S
DOIN' BETTER
ALREADY!

ISN'T THERE SOME
KINDA RULE THAT
I'M NOT SUPPOSED TO

COME IN CONTACT WITH

MYSELF IN THE

PAY GRADE,
PARDNERS.

WHAT I WANT TA
KNOW, HOW'S THIS
PUP BEEN DOIN'?

BUT HE'S BEEN
CRYING AND WHINING
EVERY NIGHT AND HE
JUST SEEMS LIKE

HE'S NOT HAPPY TO
BE HERE...

HE'S DOING BETTER
THAN WHEN I FIRST
GOT HIM. HE DOESN'T
SEEM AS SCARED AND
I'VE ACTUALLY BEEN
ABLE TO TAKE HIM
ON A WALK.

ARE YOU A
FAN'A TIME
TRAVEL?
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I LIKE THAT
HAIRCUT! I THINK
I'M GONNA GET

PP I GET
TALLER?

/// \@’
AR &

HERE'S THE
$64,000 QUESTION,
FRIEND: HOW'S
THINGS GOIN' WITH
YOU AND YOLIR
pup?l?!




IT'S GOING 50
GOOP! WE'RE
BEST FRIENDS!

WELL THAT
SOUNDS JUST
FINE/

TOTALLY BUT I'M GLAD

HOW LONG YEAH, I WAS ;1T TOOK A FEW I DIDNT! I JusT
oo i ke | [ worriep i woue \\ET '™ moNTHS BEFORE s ae
NEVER GET WE WERE COMPLETELY PATIENT 50 WE COLLD

VIBING, AND THERE
WERE DEFINITELY A FEW
DAYS I THOUGHT I WAS
GOING TO GIVE LP/

BETTER/

BOTH FIGURE EACH
OTHER OUT/ 4

YA SEE, Ml AMIGOS,
JUST TAKES A LITTLE
BIT'A TIME AND A WHOLE
LOTTA LOVE AND YOU
AND YOLR PUP ARE
GONNA BE JUST FINE/

T FEEING WAY
THANKS, ! I
SHELTER BETTER ABOUT
poG! THINGS! NOW I'VE GOT
ONE LAST, REAL
IMPORTANT,
QUESTION FO!
YALL...




WHO WANTS
PIZZA?I?I?!

HOPE Y'ALL LIKE
vk AN T oINEAPPLE AND
KIBBLE ON YOLR
PIZZA!
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WELL, NOW,
FRIEND, THAT'S
A REAL GOOD
QUESTION... k&
S <
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MUCH LATER... |

AND HOW
MANY IN YOLIR
PARTY?
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SHELTER CAT? WHAT'RE You
SHELTER D0G? DOING HERE??
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o7 ACTUALLM, WERE
%5 HEADING OuT To GET
o A BIRTHDAY PRESENT

-9%%
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COERIIIIERR

KRR D
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Y A/f/,, v/ />
Z{,ﬁ OH7 LHATEHA GETTING HIM?

DERE cevrine YIRE B LS WANTED A

HM A PETZ PuPPM, SO WE'RE GONNA
| P\C~ ONE OLT AT THE
\ SHELTER

MAYBE V/BLAH BLAH BLan fUou KNow How Yoy Guvs
Yov~ ACTUALLg',_ WE | LIKE ELEPHANTS? o=

5 :
\ SURPRISE Y00
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KEEPING AN ELE
CERNG P ELEPHANT
e\ Tt A Lot
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YoURE GonNA \ / YEAH. BABY ELEPHANTS
NEEp TriS Too )( REALLY PooP A LOT

ANMLAY, WE'LL LEAVE
Hov WITH YovR NEW

A
3
S

You CAN'T JUST SHoW
UP WITH AN ELEPHANTZ \E 7
(JERE NOT PRePare? ATVU -
ALLT You SHooLDvE Tow |V

US AHEAD OF TIME THAT




You GoT 1Tz
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v Z%ﬁ /

T NG To0 SEE
/ 29 HuH?

M STARTI
it BRI
22

YoU SHOULON'T SURPRISE ANYDNE WITH A
NEW PET BECAUSE A OF RESPONSIBI-
LITY AOD THEY MIGHT NoT BE UP FoR

THE 77\

SOPPDSED

WELL NOW_WHAT
WE To WITH TH
ELEPHANT?Z




SHELTER DOG cmd (maybe)SHELTER CAT

The ([Ionse of’
THE NAKE ‘DDOG!

WRITTEN BY

JASON DeGROOT
DRAWN BY

2= TERRY FLIPPO
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Bul-ll-' whYFare you
elling for
yShengr Cat?

R <
Don't you worry  Tellme what’s

about that, just got your
misplaced my tumbleweeds
triend,is all, ih a tangle |

My friends
need your help,

They lost +heir
dog |
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Uh,oh. That L/ But we're gonna get N
can be real ygur \-(F[u{-“{-‘y irienc}

ack imn [
@) |me;/

J 9 |
cC
—m-\§7 C A~ e AN
) \ W v
RN
V2
W =
=

N\ \\2' ‘M

|
T




But ta do +ha+\\\

you an'l are gonna
haveta

DETECTIVES'

There are a million +ails in the city, and when
one of +those tails goes missing, 'it’s up to my
partner and T +o bring ‘em home safe ...

D u
boar aail




“...and todo +hat we had o ask the hard questions.’

A S Does your dog
ZAAC o have a collar?
y /l //,/ Ih :::_,’.; v e /b‘_’/:

Does your dog
have a microchip?

Is your
d ogY-Foi xed? cagit
——— e (PP %

*No collar. No microchip. And no surgery. I+ )
looked like we were dealing with a NAKED DOG.

—
- NAKED dog ?-’3/
e th""s +hCl+P /

And where
is that voice

coming from?!




A naKed dog is a dog +hat doesn't
have anything on ‘em to tell whoever
finds ‘em +hat they belong to somebody.

So whoever does find +them

w| assumes +he dog's been abondona@_m

«| and are less likely +o +r
‘o find the oerer. ¥

WE'RE NEVER GONNA
SEE QUR DOG
AGAIN IJT

Oops! Didr'+ mean
Ta upset yalll
This case is just

9e++'m’ started...

...dnd we're
gonna

You really
think so?
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We Y‘e ALL 90\'7\'10 hC(\le"'

DETECTIVES
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Finding a naked dog ain't no day at the park,
but me and my fellow detectives were up to
the challenge.”

“[ L1 LI
we put vl = el
Flygrs up.

e e
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S=es

1 We posted all over
the internet,
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We knocked on every

door \n the neighborhood
asking if anyone had seen

the misplaced pooch.

) W
B e

é\/\le did all +he things. |}




Any luck,
gumshoes P

\

%, 'y
i
(]

0

No sign
of our dog i
anywhere

\\\ W

A

"My detectives had all but We looked everywhere !
91\/8!'7 up- BU+ +here was b AWhere ha\/env.*.'
one place we hadn't looked” [+\_we looked ?IP!




The animal
shelter|l (|

.

Claro que si, my intrepid

sleuth -hounds! ¥
I{ someone finds a
critfer +hey can't keep,
They can bring‘em +o §
The animal shelter| ——

e

5

safe until +heir owners can

Qe and get ‘em

And the shelter Keeps ‘em\/Le+‘s head on back and

see 1f someone brought
in your pupper |

y/a ==




(o
AN

v
//

N

Well, Tid sa
that's- c,otsey JE
closed ]
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VNow what in w Where the heck
\_the Sam Hill P L=\ are yer britches,
NN Shelter Cat Pl

mmmnm.
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Ahcl so ‘began the Case of +he NakKed Cat... ﬂwm)
l
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THE END.
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3 IM TAKING THEM

A oY\ BACK TO THE

v /
. P 5HELTEI?,
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WRITEN BY a‘ AsoNVE GRDOI ART By CHR!S ROOERS
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(: Kﬁ é '/0
Kﬂ@ WHOA, PARDNER!

LET'S NOT BE
TOO HASTY!

YEAH, PUMP
THE BRAKES!

WHA... WHO?
T'M SHELTER DOG AND
THAT'S MY BEST BUD,
SHELTER CAT!
WE HEARD YOU

WERE THINKIN' ‘BOUT )

TAKIN' THESE LITTLE <’ 1 TOLD MY
RASCALS BACK. TO = - KIDS WE COULD
THE SHELTER AND Y & GET A PUPPY AND A

WANTED TO SEE WHY KITTY, BUT ONLY IF

THE VEXATION! : ”
P / THEY PROMISED
TO HELP TAKE CARE
OF THEM! AND
—_ THEY HAVEN'T!
,) ) AT ALL!
‘ & I'M STUCK DOING
2 ]
YA HEAR THAT, AMIGO? THE i EVERYTHING.
KIDS PROMISED TA TAKE CARE
OF THESE L'IL FUZZIES AND /4
NOW THEY'RE NOT! SHOK7”
S
// | Ao \
< ~ » " ICKEQ.
{ © E):‘\j / \ g
Y b T
N\
_/ \\\\ .
7/ gintne




50 SORRY ‘BOUT ¢

THAT...HEH...DIDN'T
MEAN TA MAKE LIGHT'A
YOUR PLIGHT...HAHA...
ITS JUST THAT...




“I DON'T THINK
THIS 15 FUNNY
~ j\ AT ALL! %8
- 37 IN OUR EXPERIENCE,
< YOU'RE ABSOLUTELY KIDS AREN'T EXACTLY
g 5 RIGHT, FRIEND, IT M RELIABLE WITH HELPING
&\ L SURELY AIN'T. OUT WITH PETS. EVEN IF
e oa THEY “PROMISED.”
THE KIDS
( PROMISED...
HEH HEH HEH...
i |\ A
{ 1

TRUTH. KIDS DON'T REALIZE
HAVN’ A FURBALLS A LOTTA

WORK. AND THE PARENTS
GET STUCK WITH THE
HEAVY LIFTIN'.

H 1 o\

BUT I CAN'T DO
THIS ALONE!

YOU SURELY
CAN'T. TAKIN'
CARE OF LITTLE |{@=Sh
HUMANS 15 WORK.| /3o €
ENOUGH! 42—

L |

7 f s
" A ™
g

NS )
= (.;,,1

QUE PASA,




WE HEAR TELL THAT Y'ALL HAVEN'T
BEEN PULLIN' YOUR WEIGHT HELPIN'
YOUR PARENTAL UNIT TAKE CARE OF

YOUR NEW FAMILY MEMBERS.

(\m ,@
PRI
' Z

ol
™ \
I WAS GONNA HELP N
RIGHT AFTER I FINISHED gﬁl@;m@ﬁ?gjﬂ,;”gg

BUILDING THIS MODEL... THE BEST SONGS ABOUT

. _THE COLOR BLUE...
T

‘ ...RIGHT AFTER
: I FINISHED

(.

LEVEL 42...

I THINK I GOT AN IDEA

ﬂ) TO HELP SOLVE THIS OL’ \

PICKLE! HOPE Y'ALL ARE
FANS/A “FREAKY FRIDAY"!

\_ g :

14 12




AGH! IM LATE
FOR WORK!

(Qu

I MIGHT BE HOME LATE
SO MAKE SURE TO FINISH
YOUR CHORES BEFORE

I GET HOME!
LU

~

i\

— SURE, YEA,

1\

TOTALLY...




DIDN'T YOU
DO ANYTHING '\

{ SN 1 cawr TveE GoTTA
NS GO OUTSIDE FOR
\ ,.;‘g, SOME REASON!

- TOTALLY.
=9 ATE A BURRITO

,ﬁa‘ AND CRUSHED
OH, T WST WD LEVEL 42...

WENT IN THE =
LITTER BOX IN 25l
THE CLOSET. /#
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CARE OF EVERYONE Oﬁ ” ”ﬁﬁooo
f 5 ALL BY MYSELF!! 1
! -

©

74

ad

WE'RE GONNA
TAKE BETTER CARE
OF OUR PETS!

SORRY WE HAVEN'T
BEEN HELPING YOU!

- o] PROMISE!
¢
\' 7‘\'\
(1
), /
‘q b, N S % (/3
-~ 2 \ J“J
}l { 3 )
v y
= o
gi
I THINK i
\ THEY'RE GETTIN' IT!
L YUP.,




%ﬁNKG FOR ALL
YOUR HELP! _—

ITS OUR DOWN-

 RIGHT PLEASURE,
i\ Il MEIN FREUND! NOW
A\ /4l LET'S GET YALL BACK
)\ TO YER NEW NORMAL!

AN’ NOW
EVERYBODY'S RIGHT
AS RAIN!

DOGGONE IT!

THE EWD!




WRITTEN BY
JASON DEGROOT

ILLUSTRATED BY
PAVID BRANSTETTER
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KONNICHIWA,
COMPADRE!

No!
I JusT
ADDOPTED

WELL ALL RIGHT!!!
YOU'RE MY NEW
HERO!!!

A~
g7
<! '/'

Vi
\}:—J’_\
2 »?\/
—— Q‘

WHY SO GLUM,
CHUMZ ARE You
DROPPIN' THIS GAL
OFF AT THE SHELTERZ

BUT YOU GOT ME
PUZZLED PARTNER,
WHY ALL THE
DISCONSOLATIONZ

GUESS
I'M JusT
FEELING
KINPA HOPELESS
THAT I CAN'T
PO MORE
FOR THEM...




THAT'S MIGHTY
THOUGHTFUL OF

MEAN YA CAN'T
HELP 'EM!

YA, YOUNG'UN, T—
BUT JusT ‘cAuse  [i™

YOU CAN'T TAKE
'EM HOME DOESN'T :

ABSOLUTELY!

ALLLLLLL

RIGHT, cAne!

LETS GET ON OUR
MONTAGE DLUDS!

WHAT'S YOUR
OPINION ON
MONTAGESZ




THERE'S
ALL KINDPS
OF THINGS
YOU CAN PO

EWW...
BUT
...OR SCOOPIN' RADICAL!
A POOCP...
- ?‘\‘
i =\ 4 gl 11
10 kel
WY \\ ‘ff\ ,\ ;
N B v A & )
% i - N
7mu 2 et J 7 . TR UCKIN’ \ ‘
DV 2 % W
= = ~vivar /R
HOLD UP! : o
HOLD UP!

...OR LAUNDERIN' /
\ TOWELS AND BLANKETS! H OL D u P‘




SHELTER
CATZ

h’xl RN

{l

— 77
“\U N Z 5
o g \
@ \
WHY DID Yyou WE WERE
INTERUPT ABOUT TO COMB

OUR TOTALLY
AWESOME
MONTAGEZ

SOME FLEAS
OouT OF
KITTENS!

GET PRETTY
STRESSED
AT THE SHELTER
WHILE THEY'RE | A\D T @OT JusT

WAITIN' FOR

THE BOOK FOR

THEIR FUREVER Ve BOCk For
HOME, AND HAVIN' il
FOLKS READ TO :
EM HELPS
'EM FEEL
CALM AND

SAFE.

YEAH REALLY!

NOW THAT'S
A DOGGONE
GOOD IDEA!




THE
VARZZANIAN
CHRONICLES,
VOLUME: ITT PART 18: >
THE RISE OF YILNAB,
THE ROBOT e
UNTCORNZ ’

BY
SHELTER
“TRUCKIN'

4
N—
oUu WRO 2w

=N= L WR ‘TE v (T

b HECK YEAH

= I pID! N

< ay 4
o

Feathereo steed,
rushing pell-mell
€to cer;_faig ooom...

...THE DREAPEDP
BLARTER BEAST
ROARING IN
FIERY APDMONITION
THAT YILNAB'S FAT




THOSE PUPPIES AND KITTIES
AREN'T GONNA CARE ONE BIT.
WHATEVER YOU READ TO 'EM
15 GONNA BE JUST FINE!

N
dillialll

THANKS FOR ALL
THE ADVICE!
ONCE I GET MY NEW
FRIEND SETTLED IN,
I'M COMING BACK
TO REAP TO THE
OTHER PETS AT
THE SHELTER!

«ALL
HEY! 0. SET..,
yOoU FORGOT

YOUR BOOK!

‘N

I'M ALL
Cl




CHIN uP
SHELTER CAT!

YOU KEEP PRACTICIN' AND
ONE DAY YOU'LL BE AN
HONEST-TA-GOODNESS

WRITER!

EXCUSE ME...
MR. SHELTER
CATZ

AUTHOR
OF THE
VARZZANIAN

GET YOUR
AUTOGRAPHZ
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GRACIOUS!!
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IT'S TIME FOR EVERYBODY'S
FAVORITE GAME SHOW...

THAT'S RIGHT, FOLKS, IT'S
WHEEL OF FOSTER, WHERE
EACH LUCKY CONTESTANT
SPINS THE WHEEL AND GETS
THEMSELVES A FOSTER PET
OF THEIR VERY OWN!

I'M YOUR HOST,
BOB BARKER!/

JUST KIDDIN'/
I'M SHELTER
DOG,
ACOURSE!

\

% AN' WITH ME AS
ALWAYS IS MY BEST
PAL SHELTER CAT/

WRITTEN BY JASON DEGROOT
ART & LETTERS BY JOHN MULLER



SO TELL ME,

COMPADRE, WHY
CAN'T YOU ADOPT
A PET?

UH... I'M STILL
FINISHING MY
DEGREE, PLUS I'VE
GOT A PART-TIME
JOB.

I DON'T HAVE
TIME FOR A PET.
IT WOULDN'T BE
FAIR TO THEM.

WELL, THAT'S REAL
RESPONSIBLE OF YA,
FRIEND, WE APPRECIATE
THAT!

NOW LET'S

LITERALLY
HAVE NO IDEA
WHAT'S GOING

SHELTER CAT'S GONNA SPIN
THE WHEEL OF FOSTER AND

WE'LL FIND OUT WHAT —
CRITTER YOU'RE GOIN' HOME (/&




£

YOU LANDED ON
KITTEN KABOODLE, \\
YOU LUCKY DUCK! ~

SHELTER CAT, TELL
US WHAT THEY'VE
WON!

THAT'S RIGHT, YOU'VE WON THE KITTEN
KABOODLE, A MAMA CAT AND HER BABY
KITTENS/ PLUS ALL THE FOOD AND LITTER
YOU'LL NEED!

JUST SET HER UP IN A NICE QUIET ROOM ANDE
SHE'LL TAKE CARE OF THE REST/ THE
PERFECT FOSTER FOR A BUSY COLLEGE
STUDENT!

LET'S GIVE ABIG 7%
ROUND OF APPLAUSE
TO OUR LATEST
WINNER AND GET
READY TO MEET OUR
NEXT CONTESTANT
ON...




~ weLcoME TO [l WE APPRECIATE ALL THE PUPS
WHEEL OF YOU'VE CARED FOR OVER THE
FOSTER, MON AMI! [l YEARS, WE SURELY DO! LET'S

TELL US WHY SEE WHAT THE WHEEL OF
ADOPTION'S NOT FOSTER HAS FOR YOU!
AN OPTION FOR

you!

I LOVE DOGS, ALWAYS
, HAD ONE, BUT I'M
a GETTING OLDER, AND I

JUST DON'T HAVE THE
ENERGY FOR A DOG
LIKE I USED TO.




THAT'S RIGHT,
MY FRIEND, YOU
LANDED ON OLD
FART! SHELTER

CAT, GIVE US

THE SKINNY!

N\ ANOTHER
A SHORT WALK AND A SCRATCH BEHIND SUCCESSEUL

THE EARS IS ALL THIS HOUND NEEDS UNTIL MATCH THANKS
A FOREVER HOME COMES AROUND!/ TO THE MAGIC

OF..

PRO TIP: STOCK UP ON NOSE PLUGS
AND AIR FRESHENERS/




AND NOW, ONE OF OUR
FAVORITE PARTS OF WHEEL OF
FOSTER, LET'S CHECK IN ON
SOME OF OUR PAST
CONTESTANTS!

YEAH, HOW'S THE
FOSTERING GOING?

MISS PIGGY IS GOING TO HER
NEW HOME TOMORROW!

PATCHES STILL NEEDS A
LITTLE TIME TO RECOVER
BEFORE HE'S READY FOR A
NEW HOME, BUT HE'S GETTING
BETTER EVERY DAY/

Z ! |

MY FAMILY ENDED UP FALLING
IN LOVE WITH RUFFLES SO
WE'RE GOING TO KEEP HER!

.. YA KNOW WHAT THAT
# SOUND MEANS...



THANKS FOR TUNIN' IN
FOLKS AN' WE'LL SEE YA
NEXT TIME ON. ..

BUT WE LOVE
TO SEE IT/
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Shelter Dog is back and he's brought
friends old and new with him!
Join him and his best pal
Shelter Cat as they embark
on new adventures while
they teach us how to be

the best pet parents we

can be! Featuring an
extravaganza of small press
talent, this new collection of
stories will have you purring
and wagging your tail!

Vreca
.

Y & L‘ 724 S

Enjoy more top-notch storytelling and artwork from the crea-
tors who brought you this book!

Visit their websites below to see what other trouble they’re
getting themselves into!

Jason DeGroot - heroicyarns.com + smallpressheroes.com

Brian J. Crowley - brianjcrowley.com

Charles Brubaker - bakertoons.com

Terry Flippo - smallpressheroes.com/sph-bazaar/flip-art

Chris Rogers - instagram.com/crogers3000

David Branstetter - linktr.ee/strawmancomics

Pedro Laboy - repercussioncomics.net

David Makler - instagram.com/davidmakler

Tony Lawrence - instagram.com/big_tony63

John Muller - solo.to/mostlyretro

Teri Wood - teriwood.com

Mike Belcher - millertongazette.substack.com

Daniel Fu - oddparticlecreative.com

Joe Bagdon - smallpressheroes.com/
sph-bazaar/bantam-house




